
Resource Navigation for 
Families of Children with 
Disabilities  

Pinellas County Schools November 2018 Webinar:



Projected Outcomes

Identify key district resources for families regarding 
Students with Disabilities and Exceptional Student 
Education. 
Identify core agency  resources and publications regarding 

Students with Disabilities and Exceptional Student 
Education.
Increase participant awareness of Government entities 

that impact federal laws and state statues for Persons with 
Disabilities.



KEY INFORMATION

Levels of Resources

Exceptional Student Education

Additional Resources and Publications



Levels of Resources



Government

Community

District



District Information



Pinellas County Schools  Staff Resources:

Schools 

• Teachers

• Specialists

• Department Leads

• ESE Providers

• Administrators

• District Support

• Community Liaisons

District
• Resource  Staff Support
• Parent Services
• Department Staff Developers
• Program Coordinators
• Department Specialists
• School Resource Officers
• Area Superintendents
• Superintendents
• School Board Members











PCS-ESE Advisory Committee

All Welcome!

Visitors are Welcome. Made up of all stakeholders to include parents, 
students, district staff, and community agency representatives. 
Collaborative work to make a difference for students and families of 
Pinellas County Schools. Committee Membership opportunities are 
ongoing.  

The next ESE Advisory Committee Meeting will be held on 
Wednesday, November 14, 2018 from 6-7:30pm.  Anyone interested 
in attending a meeting as a visitor are encouraged to contact Tracy 
McMannus at (727)588-6062 or via email at mcmannust @ pcsb.org. 

For more information go to:  https://www.pcsb.org/Page/1696

https://www.pcsb.org/Page/1696


Community Outreach



Community Agency/Organization Partnerships

Strategic Partnerships Office                      FDLRS Gulfcoast Pinellas Interagency 
Council for Students

(PINCs)
Programs and Partnerships Upcoming Events Sept. 2018 Transition Resources

https://www.pcsb.org/Domain/204
../September Resources/UPCOMING EVENTS09172018.pdf
http://www.pincs.org/






Government Resources
For Persons with Disabilities

 Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA)

Disabilitiy.Gov

 Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA)

National Association of State Directors of Special Education (NASDSE)

National Council on Disability (NCD)

Office for Civil Rights (OCR)

Office of Disability Employment Policy (ODEP)

Office of Special Education Programs (OSEP)

Social Security Administration Disability Benefits 

Supplemental Security Income(SSI)

Vocational Rehabilitation (VR)



“Knowing where to find the resources takes you closer to where you want to be.”



Resources are Everywhere…Really

Schools-Front Office, Classrooms , teacher communication, 
and school website

District- Webpage www.pcsb.org, PCS Social Media outlets, 
Peachjar e-Flyers

District- Connect All phone calls and text messages

Departments & Offices- Individual Webpages

PCS community partnerships/collaboration

 (Examples: PINCs, FDLRs ,FIN ,FND )

http://www.pcsb.org/


Federal & State Entities

US Department of Education
www.ed.gov



What Do I Need to Know…

Exceptional Student Education



Florida Administrative Code  &
Florida Administrative Register

Divisions

6A- 6 Special Programs I

6A – 7 Special Programs II

State Board of Education

Florida Rules

https://www.flrules.org



Bureau of Exceptional Education and Student 
Services (BEESS)

• Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA)

• Parental Consent Form/Prior Written Notice (fillable forms)

• Publications & Presentations

• Statewide Meetings Related to Exceptional Student Education

• Technical Assistance Papers Memos and Notes

• The State Advisory Committee for the Education of Exceptional Students (SAC)

http://www.fldoe.org/academics/exceptional-student-edu/beess-resources/individuals-with-disabilities-edu-act-/
http://www.fldoe.org/academics/exceptional-student-edu/beess-resources/parental-consent-form-prior-written-no.stml
http://www.fldoe.org/academics/exceptional-student-edu/beess-resources/presentations-pubs/
http://www.fldoe.org/academics/exceptional-student-edu/beess-resources/meetings.stml
http://www.fldoe.org/academics/exceptional-student-edu/beess-resources/technical-assistance-papers-memos-note.stml
http://www.fldoe.org/academics/exceptional-student-edu/beess-resources/the-state-advisory-committee-for-the-e.stml


Knowledge is Empowering



2018 ESE Parent Survey Results
Pinellas County Schools



What is the Florida Department of Education 
Indicator 8…
• Gauges a parents perception of how their child's school facilitated 

parent involvement

• Utilizes the “School’s Efforts to Partner with Parents Scale” (SEPPS) as 
the tool to collect parent input on annual basis (ESE Parent Survey)

• ESE Parent Survey State Report captures the results formatted based 
on Pre K and K-12.



ESE Parent Survey Data

Survey
Survey’s 

Completed

At or Above 

Standard (#)

At or Above

Standard (%)

Pinellas Preschool 258 205 79.5%

Pinellas K-12 1,687 1,303 77.2%

Florida Preschool 4,564 3,799 83.2%

State K-12 37,871 30,314 80%

Survey
ESE

Membership

Survey’s 

Completed

Response 

Rate

Pinellas Preschool 1,099 258 23.5%

Pinellas K-12 12,313 1,687 13.7%

Florida Preschool 23,886 4,564 19.1%

Florida K-12 367,894 37,871 10.3%



Response rate 

Survey
ESE

Membership

Survey’s 

Completed

Response 

Rate

Pinellas Preschool 1,099 258 23.5%

Pinellas K-12 12,313 1,687 13.7%

Florida Preschool 23,886 4,564 19.1%

Florida K-12 367,894 37,871 10.3%



Very Strongly Agree to Very Strongly Disagree:
District Preschool: Percentage Parents That 
Agreed with Each Item
Top 3 Pre-K

• Top Three Items
• My child’s evaluation report was 

written using words I understand.
• I am part of the IEP/IFSP decision 

making process. 
• People from pre school special 

education, including teachers and 
other service providers respect my 
culture.

Bottom 
• Bottom Three Items

• People from preschool, special ed., including 
teachers and other service providers offer 
parents training about preschool special 
education.

• People from preschool, special 
education including teachers, and other 
service providers connect families with 
one another for mutual support.

• People from preschool, special 
education including teachers offer 
supports for parents to participate in 
training workshops.



Very Strongly Agree to Very Strongly Disagree
District K-12: Percentage of Parents that Agreed with 
Each Item

Top 3 K-12 (90.5% - 88.5%)

Top Three Items

• Written information I receive is 
written in an understandable way.

• My child’s IEP tells how progress 
towards goals will be measured.

• The principal sets a positive and 
welcoming tone in the school.

Bottom 3 K-12 (74.6% - 62.2%)

Bottom Three Items 
• I was given information about 

organizations that offer support for 
parents of students with 
disabilities.

• The school explains what options 
parents have if they disagree with 
a decision of the school.

• The school offers parents training 
about ESE.





District ESE Parent Services Staff Developer

• Tracy McMannus

• Pinellas County Schools

• ESE Parent Services,

Staff Developer

• mcmannust@pcsb.org

• (727)588-6062

mailto:mcmannust@pcsb.org

